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tion of Dominion status, Otherwise there would not seem*
much hope for democratic institutions in that country where
climate, temperament and tradition point far more naturally

to autocracy.

In Britain herself it is to be expected that the war will
inevitably even out still more the possession of wealth, and
there will probably, until many new inventions are dis-
covered, be less leisure for all, since everyone will have to
earn a living somehow, owing to the increased intensity of
the struggle to live. Consequently, there must be a decline
in artistic creation, in sculpture, painting, drama, and music,
which can scarcely thrive without leisure and wealth. The
industry, however, and skill of our people can be relied upon
in time to breast even the difficult period of payment for
this war, and the fine flower of our civilization will rise again
out of the drabbery of the lean years of over-taxation. This
same growing difficulty of the struggle merely to live during
the next twenty years will probably further reduce the
quality of the House of Commons. Of those who can afford
to be Members, more and more of them will have to give
increased attention to their businesses in order to live, and
less and less time to pure politics or to the necessary acquisi-
tion of a sufficiently wide knowledge to see political problems
in proper perspective. More and more influence will conse-
quently be exerted by the bureaucracy, whom the average
M,P. or Minister will now be quite unable to control or
direct, as in our theory of government he should be able, and
the skilled servant will ever increasingly become the master
of his too busy amateur masters.

The House of Lords, however, particularly if it should be
reformed, should tend considerably to increase its influence.
It possesses, as at present constituted, a far greater number
of really knowledgeable and really independent persons than
does the House of Commons, since the heads of practically
every profession are to be found in the Upper Chamber.
Further, as it has within its portals more of those who have
already acquired or inherited wealth or position than of
those who are still actually busy in its acquisition, it has
more time to devote to the actual business of politics, and by